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Employee Recognition 

I am pleased to announce the winners of our first Balsz School District Quarterly 
Employee Recognition Program.   

We received 27 nominations for Employee of the Quarter, and through a random 
selection process our winners are: 

Maria Hernandez- Crossing  Guard at Brunson-Lee 

Maria was nominated in part for being at work every day, displaying professionalism 
with students, and never complaining when asked to do something. 

Megan McClusky- 4th Grade Teacher at Griffith 

Megan was nominated in part for her contributions to Griffith’s culture which she 
builds through organizing outings, chaperoning evening field trips, and participation 

in after school activities. 

 

Thank you Maria and Megan for reinforcing the Balsz School District’s Vision, 
Mission, and Values and your positive contributions to our schools’ communities! 

 

Brunson-Lee Celebrations 

On October 1 our friends from Arizona Cardinals and Safeway visited Brunson-Lee 
Elementary school for an awesome assembly. Safeway and the Cardinals- donated a 
backpack, two books and cookies for each student, $500 worth of gift cards and a 
check for $10,000. They are also giving 6 students 4 tickets to a Cardinals game.  

Desert Financial credit Union- donated $700, a cake of supplies for each teacher 
including reading lab IA’s, breakfast, and a poster maker worth over $7,000.  

 

 

 

 

 



Mini Grant Winners Announced 

We are pleased to announce the winners of the BCEF/ON Semi-Conductor Mini 
Grants.  We received a number of high quality submissions and we appreciate the 
effort of all applicants.  

Congratulations to the following Teacher Applicants who were selected!   

 

Teacher Applicants Project Title Amount Awar    

Rachael de Fresart Solar Cars $228.00   

Mekenzie Rodgers & Bianca Gonzalez Tag Math $1,260.00   

Megan Krotz & Alison Geislinger 
3rd Annual Balsz District Chess Tournament and 
Club 

$1,500.00   

Donna Erwin Battle of the Books 2020 $491.50   

Tiffany Crawford, Kathleen Araiza, &  Mikayla Dillenburg Fall Academic Festival $1,471.18   

Gloria Weddle Life Cycles $243.00   

Aisha Ramlawi, Mark Paulsen, Sarah Gomez, 
Saeed Ibrahim, & Daniel Roman 

National Junior High Society $1,500.00   

Jillian Stumpf Independent Builders $466.00   

Jennifer Ekstrom Puppetry for Literacy $478.36   

 

Over $7,600 in total 

 

Parent Academy 

Our next Parent Academy will be Wednesday, October 7.  The topic is E-cigarette 
Awareness. Facilitators will be from the Arizona Attorney General’s Office.  We 
appreciate the support of the Attorney General’s Office who will be providing 
speakers to talk with students to educate them on the dangers of e-cigarettes and 
vaping.   

Another parent Academy will be held on October 16th at 6:00pm at the Balsz 
Community Center. The topic will be Understanding Children and Adolescents 
Mental Health Conditions. This presentation will provide parents with knowledge and 
awareness about common mental health conditions that are specific to children and 
young adults.   

 



Study Session 

We wil hold a special study session on October 15th at Crockett Elementary School 
located at 501 N. 36th St. at 6:00pm.  Each of our schools will be there to present their 
site plans for this year.  This study session will be a good opportunity for all patrons 
to hear the great work our schools are doing.  We encourage all parents and interested 
community members to attend.   

 

BCEF Golf Tournament 

On Friday, September 27 the held our 7th Annual BCEF Golf Tournament at Papago Golf Course.  I 
want to thank everyone who participated and generously supported our schools.  The weather was 
great and I am very pleased that our wonderful Foundation will now have even more funding 
available to support our schools and our community! 

 

Thank You this concludes my remarks for this evening.  


